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Summer is finally here, let’s hope that we have seen the
last of the cold weather, especially while our birds of
summer are here in our state. Normally, at this time of
the year, we the WPMA, would be deep into preparation
for our annual MartinFest on June 26th. But as we’ve
witnessed, this is not a normal year, as a result we had to
make the decision to cancel Martinfest. As is the case
with other organizations we have to consider the safety
of all participants. We regret not being able to host the
event , but , we have rescheduled the event for next year
at the same venue, Marsh Haven Nature Center in Waupun WI. We are planning a day long event including a
silent auction and bird banding demonstration. Renee
and the staff at Marsh Haven in Waupun want to remind
us that even though the WMPA will not be at Marsh Haven, the martins are still there and can safely be viewed
from the car or the grounds, just observe social distancing.
As of this writing SY birds continue to arrive into our state
and there have been many reports of many Wanna Be
landlords getting their first birds. You can count me in
that group; as of the writing my wife and I are hosting
two pair of birds. It’s been a 5 year drought since we’ve
had birds here, so we appropriately named the first pair
Please and Thank you. Quick note, please report your SY
males arrivals to the PMCA, it really helps the Wanna
Be’s as they can follow that migration.
www.purplemartin.org/scoutreport
Summer is supposed to be a time of nice weather but we
know strong storms do happen, some with very strong
winds. So, keep and eye on the weather and lower your
house/s to protect them from the high winds of the
storms. Also keep the crickets , meal worms, and scrambled eggs handy, as we sometimes get strings of days
where it can be rainy, cold, windy and overcast . During
these conditions the birds cannot find food. So supplemental feeding is required, this is especially critical when
the adult birds are feeding the chicks.
Thanks, I hope that you continue to have a good Martin
season and raise lots of healthy martins.

This memorial bench dedicated to the memory of Tom
Rank, the founder and first president of the WPMA. It was
because of Tom’s vision and passion for Purple Martins
that the WPMA was formed and exists today. Tom’s experience began with the colony he started with his wife Candy. As the colony grew , Tom’s skill as a landlord also grew
and soon he was sharing his knowledge by mentoring others. Many have said, I would not have purple martins if it
had not have been for Tom. Tom had a passion for purple
martins and it showed. We and the martins surely miss
him. This bench and the martins can be viewed at Pine
Haven Christian Community , 220 Pinehaven Ln, Sheboygan Falls, WI.

To Restore And Preserve The Purple Martin Population Across Wisconsin

Record Keeping—Data Sheets

This memorial bench is dedicated to the memory of Ike
Kumrow. Ike, was one of the founding members of the
Wisconsin Purple Martins Association. Ike and his wife
Jan maintained a colony of Purple martins for over sixty
years. Ike built the house you see here and many others
and was responsible for many others getting started with
Purple Martins. Come to the Western Bird and Bat Observatory in Ozaukee county and sit for a while and watch the
martins.

Please consider becoming a member of
the Wisconsin Purple Martins Association
Again at this time I am asking you to consider becoming a member of the Wisconsin Purple Martin
Association by contacting Treasurer Deb Zimmermann at dpierce52@yahoo.com membership fee is
$10.00 annually. Benefits of membership are; Public
Meetings, MartinFest, Statewide Mentor Program,
Free Site Evaluations, Managed Public Colonies, and
Newsletters.

Welcome New WPMA Members:
Bard Landgren
Jean Urry
John Jurgerson
Ken VerHagen

Keeping good records of your colony is an important part
of being a martin landlord. Nest checks should be made
frequently some say every 4 –5 days, some say every 6-7
days. Both are correct, the important thing is that you as a
landlord do them; the more frequent, the more you learn
about your colony. A daily walk around and under you
house/s will tell you what’s going on; you might find a chick
on the ground or an egg, or you might see insects flying into
compartments. The health of the birds is up to you. By
lowering the house at an interval will reveal what’s going
on; and while you’ve got it down you might as well record
what you find for each pair or compartment. You will find a
PMCA form at the end of this Newsletter that you can use.
Later in the season, after the birds have left we will be asking you to report your colony results, but more on that later.

Call for Mentors: The WPMA is actively seeking landlords to provide mentoring services. Most recently we
have had a need for mentor in Polk, and Jefferson counties. If you are interested contact Les Rhines
musthavemartins@gmail.com

Be Prepared to Replace Nest Bedding as Necessary.
Remember as you do your nest checks pay attention to the nest material; if it is damp and the chicks are 10 to 14
days old, it may be necessary to replace the bedding material. To do this have a pail handy with some bedding
material on the bottom, put the chicks into the pail and cover it with a towel. Next, replace the bedding material
with similar material. Take the time to arrange the new nest to resemble the old one. If you can place some
green leaves in it as well. When the done replace the chicks placing them facing the back of the nest tray or
gourd. The purpose of nest replacements is to prevent inverts from taking hold in the nest and attacking the
chicks. Especially problematic are Blow Fly Larva, (see the attached picture) . Timing of these nest changes is
important, one consideration, is to not do a nest change when the chicks are 21 or more days old. When the
chicks are 21 days or older they could become what we refer to as “jumpers”, meaning that they could attempt
to leave that compartment or gourd prematurely. Blow Fly Larva can kill baby martins.

WPMA Officers and Board of Directors Contact Information:
Les Rhines, President musthavemartins@gmail.com (920) 889-0060
Greg Zimmermann, Vice President grgz52@yahoo.com (920) 467-6253
Deb Zimmermann, Treasurer dpierce52@yahoo.com (920) 467-6253
Joe Francis, jnlfrancis44@gmail.com (920) 918-4466
Larry Lienau, larmon@tds.net (920) 565-2780
Dick Nikolai, prairiechicken@att.net (920) 734-0828
Bob Ring, ringbob@earthlink.net (920) 9892771

Event canceled due
to Covid 19, Rescheduled for June
26, 2021 Mark your
calendar

If you would like to be included in future e-mailings of WPMA Newsletters contact
Les Rhines musthavemartins@gmail.com

